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Please send competition entries to:

Funday Times

C/O the Sunday Times
P.O. Box 1136, Colombo.
Or

8, Hunupitiya Cross Road,
Colombo 2.

Please note that competition
entries ar e accepted by email.

All competition entries should be
certified by a parent or guardian
asyour own work.
Telephone: 2479337/2479333
Email: fundaytimesl@gmail.com

Please write the name of the competition
and the date clearly at the top of your
entry and include the following details:
Full Name, Date of Birth, Address,
Telephone Number and School.

Please underline the name
most commonly used.

Competition entries without the full details
requested above, will be disqualified.

Closing date for weekly competitions:
December 17, 2025

T

TIMES

In our online issue this week:
« Page 5 - Young Reporter

* Page 6 — Fun Recipes
* Page 7 - Kids’ News
* Page 8 — Newsin Pictures

Please log on to the Funday Times website
on www.fundaytimes.lk
or check out the Sunday Times epaper
on www.sundaytimes.lk
for additional pages
of this week’s Funday Times.

m y ingpiring pers@

The Caveman and the Dinosa

Once upon a time, way back when, there was a Caveman.

Night in the Forest

)

My father is my most
inspiring person. He inspires
me to be strong and he
teaches me that life is not
simple. He motivated me to
be a martial arts learner and
he told me martial arts is not
about fighting, it is about
stamina and self-defense.
Now I love martial arts.

My father’s name is
Anfal Ashraff. He is the
best person I have ever met.
He is very kind. He is a
special parent. He tries hard
to care for our family.

He gives 100% of his love to
us. If we are sick he takes
us to the doctor. He takes
us out to play and he takes
good care of us.

I love my father.

He was a happy man but he was very lonely.

One day when he was dreaming, he had a great idea.
As there were dinosaurs everywhere, he decided to make one
his friend. So, the next day when he woke up he went to find
the perfect dinosaur to make his friend.

He finally found a T-Rex. The reason he picked it was,
he thought it would be good for transportation. He got on the
dinosaur’s back and pulled its tail to signal it to go forward.
Pulling its tail made the dinosaur mad. It started to chase him.

The Caveman ran and ran until he had lost the dinosaur.
Then he took some sticks and made a boat. He dragged it
down to the river and sailed in a huge circle around the
whole island and came back to his cave when it got dark.

Then he slept. The next day he woke up and decided to
be friendly and found the T-Rex and signalled to him if they
could be friends, by hugging a rock. The T-Rex seemed to
know what he wanted and smiled. It signalled to the Caveman
to take it back to his cave by showing him to climb on its
back. Then they both went to the Caveman’s cave.

After that they would both play until night and then they
lived happily ever after.

Moral: Don’t be mean to others, always be kind.

Zahara Farook (9 years)
Maryam Girls’ College, Colombo 2

A Bridge

Abdul Ahad Anfal (10 years)

\/ Hejaaz Int. Schw \

Saijay Kaanaruban (Grade 5)
S. Thomas’ College, Mt. Lav@

My first school stage performance

One of the most exciting events in my life
was my first stage performance during our
school’s annual day celebration. I had never
performed in front of a large audience before,
so [ was both nervous and thrilled.

The event was held in our school
auditorium which was decorated beautifully
with lights and banners. My classmates and
I had practiced a traditional dance, for weeks
and we were all wearing colourful costumes.

The atmosphere backstage was full of
excitement, music and last minute
preparations. My heart was beating fast
as our turn came.

As we stepped onto the stage, the bright

%hts made it hard to see the audience

j Evanjalin Christina (10 years)

but we could hear the applause. Once the Dehiwala Tamil M. V.

music started, I forgot my nervousness

and danced with all my energy. The cheers
and claps from the crowd made me feel
confident and happy. When the performance
ended we were given a huge round of

Kite Festival

applause and I felt so proud.

This event taught me the importance
of practice, teamwork and facing fears.
It was a turning point that gave me the
confidence to try new things. That day will
always remain as one of the most memorable
and exciting moments in my life.

Nismy Abdur Rahman (13 years)
Zahira College, Colombo

)

Safeeya Farook (13 years)
Holy Family Convent, Dehiwala
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Beauty of Birds

Lakindu Hettiarachchi (Grade 5)
Peradeniya Junior Secondary School

Police Jeep

" Mypet

Aaron Perera (5 years)
Dominican Sisters’ Nursery, Nagoda

My Birthday

Suganthan Labisashan (8 years)
Harvard Int. School, Matale

Playing in the Garden

Ranaya Abeywickrama (6 years)
Southlands College, Galle

—

My pet is Timmy.
It is brown in colour.
Timmy likes to play
with balls. I like to
play with Timmy.

Bimsara Rajamaduwa (Grade 2)
Royal Int. School, Kegalle

F My leisure time acﬂvn‘ﬁ

Everyone has their own special way
of spending their free time, but for me
nothing compares to the joy of reading.

Each time I open a book, I feel as though I'm
stepping through a magical doorway into
another world. The characters become my
cherished companions and their adventures
whisk me far beyond the walls of my room.

I admire reading because it calms my mind
and fills it with wonder. Every story feels like
a gentle breeze carrying me to distant lands,
from mysterious forests to ancient kingdoms
and even to worlds that exist only in dreams.

Books not only entertain me but also
teach me valuable lessons like kindness,
courage and curiosity. Books are my truest
companions. They never argue, never judge
and always have something pristine to share.

Each book I finish leaves a tiny imprint
in my heart, reminding me that the world is
overflowing with endless stories waiting to
be discovered.

Dohansa Dewhara (13 years)

K Henegama (D

The true friend

Once there were two friends, a squirrel and
a puppy. They used to live and play together.
The squirrel was very sporty and always won
the games. The puppy used to feel bad and
thought that it was of no use.

One day, it started raining heavily.
The squirrel was in high spirits. He started
doing antics but suddenly, lost his balance and
fell in the rain water. He called to his friend,
the puppy for help. The puppy came to his
rescue. The squirrel climbed on its back and
reached a safe place. He thanked his friend for
saving his life.

Idhusha (Grade 5)

Royal Int. School, Kega%

/It started like any normal day.

I had gone for a walk with my
girlfriend, near the edge of our
neighbourhood in Kandy. The sky
was grey but we didn’t expect heavy
rain. Within minutes, the clouds
burst open and we ran for shelter,
laughing and slipping on the wet road.

We found an old hut near a forest
path not far from a small kovil.

The place looked like it hadn’t been
used in years, dusty walls, broken
shelves and an odd stillness.

While we waited for the rain to stop
we explored the inside.

That’s when we saw it, a strange
symbol carved into the wall. It looked
like a crescent moon with tiny lines
curling around it. Out of curiosity,
my girlfriend touched it. Suddenly,

a cold wind swept through the room
even though all the windows were
shut.

For a moment everything went
quiet. When we stepped outside,
we saw a single leaf lying on the
doorstep, dry and shaped exactly like
the symbol we saw. Both of us felt
something special had happened.

Even now, I wonder if it was just a
coincidence or a sign from something
greater.

That rainy day didn’t give us
answers, but it gave us a memory
that feels like a story from a book.
And maybe that’s what made it truly
exciting.

Ramesh Nileshkanth (15 years)
k/ K/Rajawella Hindu y

Please remember that
ARTICLES, POEMS and
PAINTINGS sent, will not
be published unless they
are certified as your own

work by a parent or teacher.

Also please mention the topic, your
full name, date of birth and address in
your entry. Articles should not exceed
200 words. Art should be on A4 size

paper.
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Christmas Cover 2025

Hey Kids! It is time once again to think about the Funday Times Christmas Cover.
We invite our readers to send in their paintings for the Christmas Cover Competition.

Entries for the Christmas Cover should be of a suitable Christmas theme. You could use any type of paints or
crayons you like but try to make your picture colourful and creative. All entries should be on A4 size paper.

Please write Christmas Cover at the back of your picture, along with your Name, Date of Birth, Address,
Telephone Number (if any) and School.

All paintings entered for this competition should be certified as your own work by a parent or teacher.
Uncertified paintings will not be considered for the prize.

The best picture will adorn the cover page of our Christmas issue.
Age Group: 4 - 15 years

The winner will also receive a prize. Good luck and happy painting!

Closing Date : December 12, 2025 i Or fundaytimes1@gmail.com

L TIMES J

Sussex Ridma Diyatha 2025

‘Sussex Ridma Diyatha 2025’
organized by the
Sussex College Network
was held at the Nelum Pokuna
Theatre in Colombo recently.
Students from Sussex Colleges
across Sri Lanka
showcased their talent in dance,
music, drama and language,
celebrating creativity and
cultural heritage.

Pix by Akila Jayawardena

A journey beneath the waves:

‘Ocean’inspires young Sri Lankans

oung readers and nature lovers across Sri Lanka got a special treat this
November! The British Council libraries in Colombo, Jaffna and Kandy
screened the breathtaking new documentary ‘Ocean’ by award-winning
broadcaster and natural historian Sir David Attenborough. The screenings
held in partnership with environmental organisation EarthLanka drew nearly
250 participants from around the country.
The audience was not only transported into a magical underwater world
filled with shimmering fish, dancing dolphins
and mysterious deep-sea creatures but this
was also a powerful call to action to protect
one of Earth’s most important habitats: the
ocean. The screenings welcomed a diverse group
An interactive panel discussion comprising ofy oung changemak-ers, including Educating
four youth climate activists from the British Girls for Climate Action (EGCA) project
Council explained how everyone, even kids, Girl Guides, British Council Youth Climate
can help look after the ocean. Ambassadors, library members and Teaching
Centre young learners.

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
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From a Funday Times Young Reporter

Visit to Nuwara Eliya

During my school vacation I visited
Nuwara Eliya, where hills are
covered by bright green tea bushes
looking like a soft green carpet.

First, we visited ‘Eagles’ View Point’
in Shanthipura. It is the highest village
in Sri Lanka and 2,064 metres above
mean sea level (MSL). It was a very
adventurous climb.

After that we decided to visit the
New Zealand Farm in Ambewela.
When I kept my first step at the
Ambewela Farm my pleasant thoughts
flew high up in the cold air, because
I saw how the milking process of cows
was going on. We passed Kande-Ela
National Forest Park, Kande-Ela
Reservoir and Ambewela Tank on the
way to the Ambewela Farm.

But unfortunately, we didn’t have
enough time to visit all of these places.

On the way we reached
Piduruthalagala Mountain, the highest
mountain in Sri Lanka which is 8,281
feet above mean sea level (MSL).

The fog and the tiny winky raindrops
covered the whole environment.
We had to drive our vehicle 7 km
through a hilly road. While I was
travelling, I saw how flowers were
blooming and birds were singing.
Unfortunately, I saw a board that said,
‘Beware of Tigers’ but luckily,
we reached the top safety.

I could see
‘Shanthipura
Village’
properly from
there.

An Army camp
and a Temple
were on the
Piduruthalagala
Mountain.

After that
we arrived at
Nuwara Eliya
town by passing

Lovers’ Leap
Tea Plantation which provides
‘Ethical Tea.’

While in the town, we also visited
the Victoria Park, Tourist Information

Centre, the Post Office and the
Public Library. The next morning
we went to the Gregory Lake Park.
We even rode a ‘Jet Ski'. I ended my
journey by going to the carnival at
night.

It was gloomy and rainy in
Nuwara Eliya. Rain droplets covered
the flowers, bushes and grasses.

Seja Abeywickrama (10 years)
Southlands College, Galle

Young Reporiters

If you are interested in joining as a Funday Times
Young Reporter please fill in the coupon given
and send it in to us along with
a recent report or interview not exceeding 300 words. |
Photographs or illustrations would enhance the report.

Young Reporters who have already enrolled with us,
please send in new reports for publication.

iiailio

TIMES

Or @ fundaytimesl@gmail.com

¥
Young Reporters Coupon

IName: ...................................................
| Date of Birth: ........ccccccoiiiiiiiiiiii, |
AAAIESS: e |

| Telephone: ..o,

Date:

| School: ... |
| Parent’s approval:
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No-bake cheesecake squares

(" N
Ingredients
¢ 100 g Butter h .
+ 250 g Digestive biscuits crushed ~FOT the topping
into fine crumbs ¢ Raspberry or Strawberry jelly

¢ 500 g Full-fat soft cheese ¢ 200 g Raspberries or

¢ 100 g Icing sugar strawberries

¢ 237 g Crunchy peanut butter + 1 tbsp Caster sugar

¢ 1tsp Vanilla extract

¢ 300 ml Double cream
\ J
Method
e Step 1

Line an 18 - 20 cm square baking tin with a strip of baking parchment,
leaving the ends overhanging - this will help you lift the cheesecake out
later. Put the butter in a large heatproof bowl that has a wide lip and set
over a smaller heatproof bowl filled with boiling water from the kettle.
Leave to stand for a minute, then stir until completely smooth. Stir in the crushed biscuits, then spoon the mixture into the
prepared tin, pressing it down using the back of a spoon.

e Step 2

Beat the soft cheese, icing sugar, peanut butter and vanilla together in a bowl until well combined. Whisk the double cream
in a separate bowl until it’s just holding its shape. Gently fold this into the peanut butter mixture, then spread over the biscuit
base and smooth the surface using the back of a spoon. Chill for at least 1 hour to set. Will keep chilled for up to one day.

e Step 3

Meanwhile, dissolve the jelly in 100 ml boiling water. Then add the berries and sugar and stir, crushing the berries with the
spoon. Push through a sieve into a jug, then pour this over the set cheesecake. Chill for at least 4 hours. Will keep chilled for up
to two days. Run a knife around the sides, then use the overhanging parchment to lift the cheesecake onto a board.
Cut into squares.

Source: Good Food magazine

Passionfruit Slice

Ingredients
= 12 Digestive biscuits
= 170 g Passionfruit pulp in syrup
= 150 ml Pineapple juice
m 790 g Sweetened condensed milk (2 tins)
m 85 g Desiccated coconut

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 160 degrees celsius fan forced
/ 180° not fan forced (355°F).

2. Space the biscuits around the base of your lined slice tray.

3. Fill the gaps by breaking up some of the biscuits. It doesn't have
to be perfect.

4. Whisk together the coconut, passionfruit pulp, pineapple juice and
sweetened condensed milk.

5. Pour over the biscuit base.

6. Bake at 160 degrees celsius (fanforced), or 180° without a fan (355°F)
for 20 minutes, or until the top has set and is bubbly.

7. Remove from the oven and refrigerate for 8 hours.
8. Slice into squares and serve!

Source: KidGredients

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
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NEWS

Nine-year-old climbs to Everest Base Camp

November 24, 2025

Rio, 9, is celebrating after
completing an amazing 12-day trek to
Mount Everest Base Camp, in Nepal.

He made the journey with his dad
Jake, who said he cried “happy tears”
when they reached the end.

The pair have so far raised about
£2,000 for a food bank in their home
city of Derby.

The schoolboy has been congratulated
by climbers from all over the world for
his amazing achievement.

Rio was inspired to climb mountains
from the age of five, after watching
Bear Grylls on TV, taking on different
mountain ranges across the world.

Before this challenge he already
conquered Yr Wyddfa - also known
as Snowdon - Ben Nevis and Scafell
Pike and the Yorkshire Three Peaks
challenge.

In September, Rio announced
his plans to make the trip to Mount
Everest Base Camp and back with his
dad, while raising money for a food
bank.

He also celebrated his ninth
birthday during the trip in Nepal.

What was the journey like to Everest
Base Camp?

Rio and Jake’s journey got off to an
unexpected start after their planned
flight to Lukla Airport from Nepal’s
capital Kathmandu was cancelled due to
bad weather, so they ended up getting a
helicopter instead.

Each day the pair had to do a
minimum of six hours climbing, so they

would start early in the morning.
“We were up at 06:00 in the
morning, had breakfast, and then it
was hours of climbing until dinner,”
Jake explained.

Mount Everest at Base Camp has
an altitude of 5,364 m (17,598 feet),
and which means it can be harder to
breathe when climbing this high up.

As they climbed higher they
struggled to breathe due to lower

oxygen levels at altitude.

Jake said the hardest part of the
journey was the first climb to the
community of Namche Bazar - where
they ascended more than 1,000 metres
during the day.

Rio carried his own backpack
throughout the journey, despite others
offering to take it for him.

They ate “munch bags”, full of
flapjacks, raisins, biscuits, chocolates
as well as other goodies to keep them
energised.

“It was basically doing the
Yorkshire Three Peaks every day.

It was like climbing Ben Nevis every
single day up and down.”

- CBBC Newsround

Polar Night begins in Utqiagvik, Alaska

November 24, 2025

On November 18, 2025, residents of
Utgiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska,
the northernmost town in the United
States, witnessed their final sunset of
the year. They will not see the Sun again
until around January 22, 2026.

“This happens every year,” explains
CNN meteorologist Judson Jones.

“If you live above the Arctic Circle,
there will be a day when the Sun sets
for the rest of the winter. It will return,
and then during the summer, it won’t
set for days.”

Utqiagvik’s long stretch of darkness
is due to its location about 1,200 miles
from the North Pole. Earth’s axis is
tilted about 23.5 degrees as it orbits the
Sun. During winter, regions near the
poles tilt away from the Sun and
receive little or no direct sunlight.

At the North Pole, this sunless period ===

lasts from September through March.

light we see at sunrise before the
Sun fully emerges. Initially, this
twilight lasts about six hours each
day. By mid-December, it shortens
to just three hours as the North Pole
tilts farther away from the Sun.

Utqiagvik is the first Alaskan
town to enter polar night each year,
but it is not the only one. In the

Earth’s tilt causes the Northern Hemisphere to receive commg weeks communities such as

little or no sunlight during winter.

Even without the Sun though, the
town will not be completely dark.
This is because the Sun’s rays bend
around Earth and appear just above
the horizon. This phenomenon, known
as “civil twilight,” is similar to the soft

Res1dents experience “civil twilight” during w1nter

Kaktovik, Point Hope and Anaktuvuk
Pass will also lose direct sunlight for
several months.

Finland, Norway and Sweden
experience similar periods of prolonged
darkness during winter, though for
shorter stretches.
¥ Insummer, residents in these
regions enjoy the “midnight sun,”
when the Sun remains visible
around the clock.

In Utgiagvik, this period will last

e for about 84 straight days, from May

10 to August 2, 2026!
- DOGO News

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
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News in Pictures

Ayodhya, India
The Shri Ram
Temple in

Uttar Pradesh
during a ceremony
marking the
formal completion
of its construction.

<

Bethlehem, Palestine Territories A
A drone view shows cranes are used to assemble the
Christmas tree at the Manager Square near the Church of
Nativity in Bethlehem, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip
Seven-year-old Saja Fayyad,
tries to clear water from

her family’s flooded tent
after heavy rainfall, at a
temporary camp for
displaced Palestinians.

>
New York, USA
Guatemala City, Guatemala A A newly created
Women light candles during a vigil in memory of New Year’s Eve ball adorned
women murdered, on the eve of the International Day with 5,280 Waterford crystals
of No Violence Against Women at Constitution Square. is raised for the first time above

One Times Square ahead
of the New Year’s Eve ball drop
in New York City.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

November 24

Songkhla, Thailand
A drone view shows a flooded
area in Hat Yai district,

in Songkhla.

At least five people have died

Olympia, Greece A as a result of heavy rainfall
Performers rehearse the lighting of the Olympic and up to 2 million suffered
Flame near the ancient Temple of Hera ahead flooded homes.
of the ceremony for the 2026 Milano-Cortina >

Winter Olympics in Ancient Olympia.

Baikonur, Kazakhstan
Specialists oversee the
lifting of a Soyuz 2.1a
booster rocket with the :
Soyuz MS-28 spacecraft g ane passes
onto the launch pad etween two
ahead of the pe_rformers
next crewed launch using water

to the International jetpacks at an

Acapulco,
Mexico
An aerobatic

Space Station at the aslr Sthol‘.N in
Baikonur Cosmodrome. anta Lucia
> Bay.
<«

Sources: The Guardian & Reuters

Printed and published by Wijeya Newspapers Ltd., on November 30, 2025 at No. 8, Hunupitiya Cross Road, Colombo 2.



