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Please send Farm Tour
competition entries to:

Funday Times

C/O the Sunday Times
P.O. Box 1136, Colombo.
Or

8, Hunupitiya Cross Road,
Colombo 2.

Please note that competition
entries are accepted by email.
Write the name of the competition
and the date clearly
at thetop of your entry and
include the following details:
Full Name (including Surname),
Date of Birth, Address,
Telephone Number and School.

Please underline the name
most commonly used.

All competition entries should be
certified by a parent or guardian
asyour own work.
Competition entries without the
full details requested above,
will be disqualified.

Closing date
for thisweek’s competitions:
October 22, 2025

Telephone: 2479337/2479333

Email: fundaytimesl@gmail.com Students of Maple Kids International
W visited an organic farm
ﬁ n Wattala recently. Pix by M. A. Pushpa Kumara
Read-a-Book Read-a-Book
In our online issue and win a voucher from Cea -a-t't?o
this week: Vijitha Yapa Bookshop ompetition
* Page5 — Animals
. Page 6 — Fun Recipes Read any bOf)k ofyour choice ‘and w.rite brieﬂy | ................ : ........................... |
about it. What we want is not just a | Date of birth : |
* Page 7 - Kids’' News summary of the story but your views on the book. | s S
.o The best account in the three age groups will be
. - Address : ....cccccuereeccccnnssncces
Page 8 News in Pictures awarded book vouchers of Rs. 500 each from I I
Vijitha Yapa Bookshop. | coce cecescrsccsscrsccssosces |
Please log on to the Three winners will be selected each month. | eoeeeeeessenensasssesesssesessesessseas |
Funday Times website on Your account should not exceed 200 words. | |
www.fundaytimes.lk Please indicate word count, |School: I
or check out the fill in the coupon and attach it to your entry. | T |
Sunday Times epaper On |Te|: 00000000000000000000000000000000000000 |
www.sundaytimes.lk W s | Finished book on : .......... |
for additional pages | |
of this week’s Funday Times. : Or _ _ | 7 |
1@?&5 fundaytimesl@gmail.com - —

OCTOBER 5, 2025
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‘Thank You’ my teacher

By Manoshi De Silva

ishen looked around, worried
Lfor not knowing how to write

the words their teacher was
dictating. A few weeks ago, his class
teacher who taught them English,
had asked the class to study the
spellings of words underlined in their
text books. Lishen didn’t bother to
study and when their teacher held
a test to check their spellings, he
wasn't sure of the spellings of even
one word.

The next day, the teacher handed
over the marked answer papers.

Out of the entire list of words Lishen
hadn’t got even one correct. He
quickly hid his answer paper inside a
book after seeing it. “Lishen, meet me
after the class,” said his teacher with
a stern look.

The teacher shook her head in
disappointment when Lishen met her
later. “I gave the class enough days to
study. You are the only one who didn’t
get even one answer correct,” said the
teacher.

“I forgot to study,” said Lishen,
but the truth was that he was too lazy
to study. “Well, I am giving you a few
more days. Next Monday I want you to
stay back after school and take the test
again,” said Lishen’s teacher.

“Oh! Not next Monday after school.
I have my swimming class,” said
Lishen. But his teacher was not willing
to change anything. “I will talk to the
swimming coach and have you excused.
Come prepared for the test,” she said
walking away. “That’s so unfair! Now
I have to miss my favourite swimming
class and study for a silly test,”
muttered Lishen.

The next Monday, Lishen came
prepared for the test, but he was very
angry with his teacher. He studied all
the words because he didn’t want to
repeat the test again and miss another
swimming lesson. After school his
teacher kept him back and dictated
words for him to write down. Once the
test was over, Lishen handed in his
answer paper and walked off feeling
very angry.

The next day, Fahim the class-
monitor addressed the class, “Teachers’
Day is coming soon. Let’s contribute
a small amount and buy our teacher

a gift and a card.” Everyone agreed to
contribute their pocket money except
Lishen. He didn’t say anything but
secretly decided not to contribute any
money because he was angry that his
class teacher made him stay back and
do the test, instead of going for the
swimming class.

The next few days everyone handed
over money. “I forgot to bring any
money. I'll give it tomorrow,” Lishen
lied every day, making sure that he
didn’t contribute. “Today’s the last day
to handover the money. We have to
buy the gift today. You are the only one
who hasn’t contributed still,” reminded
Fahim.

“Oh no, I forgot!” lied Lishen.

“If I had any spare money, I would have
put it in on behalf of you. But I don't.

So I guess we’ll have to buy the gift
with what we have. Otherwise we won’t
have enough time to give it to her on
Teachers’ Day,” said Fahim.,

That afternoon when coming home,
Lishen’s friends were talking about
the new stroke they had learned at the
swimming class on Monday. Lishen
was very disappointed and sad. “I can’t
believe that I had to miss it for a silly
test,” he thought. Even when he came
home, he was still in a bad mood.

“Aiya, look at your rose vine that had
all those little buds,” shouted Lishen’s
sister as soon as he came home. Lishen
looked at the rose vine that he planted
in their garden. He had cared a lot for it

and watered and fertilized it often.
It had its very first bunch of roses
fully bloomed. Lishen smiled,
“I waited so long to see this,” he said.
On Teachers’ Day, every student
went and wished their class teacher.
Then Fahim as the class-monitor
handed her the small gift and card
from their class. The teacher was very
happy and she thanked everyone.
When the lesson was over, she
collected her books to leave. “Lishen,
meet me outside the class,” she said.
“What now?” wondered Lishen.
“Did she find out that I avoided
contributing money for her gift?
But how would she know? Fahim is
my friend and he’d never tell her
that,” Lishen walked out feeling
nervous that his teacher might know
his secret.

But when Lishen walked up to his
class teacher, she smiled and handed
him a paper. “Take a look at it,” she said.
It was Lishen’s spelling test paper.
There was a big red A+ on it. “You got
all the answers correct,” smiled the
teacher. “I knew you could do it! Now
you'll get good marks for the final exam
too. I am so proud of you!”

“I also spoke to the swimming coach.
He said he’ll take some extra time next
Monday to teach you the new stroke he
taught the others last week,” smiled the
teacher. Lishen felt very happy at first.
He wanted to hug his teacher and thank
her for making him study and repeat
the test and also for talking with the
swimming coach to help him to catch
up on the lesson he had missed.

But then Lishen felt sad for being
angry at his teacher and for not
contributing for her gift. “I did a
horrible thing by not giving money for
her gift. I should have never done that,”
he thought feeling sorry and ashamed.
“I have to correct my mistake!”

So the next morning Lishen cut the
stem of his very first rose bunch, that
he loved so much. As soon as he went
to school, he gave it to his teacher,
apologized to her and told her how
thankful he was. “I know that teachers’
are sometimes tough on us but now I
understand that it is for our own good.
I appreciate the trouble you took to
improve my studies. Thank you so much
my teacher!”

OCTOBER 5, 2025
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L o Crossword — No. 14

N

Across
6 Peter Pan’s fairy
friend
8 Frequently
A steam bath
A green jumping
insect
The capital of Japan
Fixes
Working out at the

gym

Entries should be
certified as your
own work, by a

teacher or parent.

N

18

BICYCLE COMPETITION

You now have a chance to win a brand new LUMALA bicycle for your own.
One lucky winner will receive a brand new Lumala bicycle each month.

All you have to do is fill in the Lumala Crossword No. 14, according to the clues given.
Write the answers neatly on a postcard or paper, and send it to Funday Times.

Cut the strip ‘LUMALA Crossword No. 14’ seen at the top of the page and paste it
on your entry.

Down

Elevator

The body’s covering
Find these in sleeves
Restaurant’s meal list
A very large seabird
Not remembered
Something written
by a student

A pip fruit

Bashful

A joint in your leg
A cry of pain

Untidy shambles
Not any

Age Group: 8- 15years

| Solution No. 13

Closing Date: October 28, 2025

Divon Fonseka,
Negombo

Oor fundaytimesl@gmail.com

TIMES

4 — 6 years

\WINNERY

» Aaron De Sylva, Nugegoda

» Ayman Nafees, Gampola

» Sauda Faris, Kalubowila

» Aldha Razeen, Wellampitiya

OCTOBER 5, 2025

Winners please call

Funday Times on
2479333/2479337

and arrange
to collect your prizes.

4 — 6 AGE GROUP

Count the objects and match them
with the correct number.

or (& fundaytimesl@gmail.com
TIMES
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Quokka

Find out why these cute marsupials act like giraffes, koalas and bats.

hen explorers in the late
W16005 first spotted this fuzzy,
friendly-looking animal in

Australia, they figured they’d stumbled
on a house-cat-size rat. Not even close.
Quokkas might be related to kangaroos
and wallabies, but this marsupial has
traits more often associated with other
animals.

They reach for leaves like koalas
Ground-dwelling quokkas

sometimes climb five feet up a tree
trunk to reach a tasty-looking leaf or
berry. That might not sound impressive,
but it’s something its closest relatives
— kangaroos and wallabies — can’t do.
Tree-loving koalas have strong, large

paws made for gripping branches all day.

But the quokka can hold on only for
a few minutes. Just enough time to
swipe a snack!

They hop like rabbits

If you spot a brown fuzz ball
bouncing through the brush, it’s not a
rabbit — it’s a leaping quokka! Although
they usually crawl on all fours, quokkas
also use their strong back legs to jump.

These animals also
create passageways in
the bushes and grass as
they move through the
brush, similar to the
underground tunnels
bunnies create.

Furry, cute, and
hoppy? Yes, please!

They sleep like bats
Quokkas don’t

sleep while hanging from
a cave or tree, but they
do sometimes nap with
their heads upside down.
Quokkas often sleep in

a sitting position with
their head resting on
their feet. “It’s very cute,”
says Cassyanna Gray, a

COMMON NAME: Quokka
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Setonix brachyurus
TYPE: Mammal

DIET: Herbivore

AVERAGE LIFE SPAN: 10 years

SIZE: From 16 to 21 inches

WEIGHT: 5.5 ounces to 11 pounds

conservation officer on
Australia’s Rottnest Island,
one place quokkas live.

Also, like most bats, quokkas are mostly
nocturnal, snoozing when the hot sun is
out.

They chew like giraffes

Quokkas eat their food in a way that
is similar to giraffes. Both animals use
their large, flat molars to grind tough
treats like leaves to release moisture
and nutrients. The difference? Giraffes
later regurgitate the food and chew it
some more.

When a quokka swallows food,
the meal enters its first stomach
(quokkas have two tummies!),
where the food is broken down more
before entering the second stomach.

Say “Leaves!”
Quokkas have smiley faces and are
sometimes friendly around people,

i
-PF.I t]'ﬁ‘i'l.,
e
e
o= 25
ROTTNEST ISLAND I"__‘IF, -’-ﬁTRAUA
52

so tourists to Australia’s Rottnest Island
often get too close. The extra attention
could put quokkas in danger — or it
might help the species survive.
Authorities on Rottnest Island protect
them with rules against touching or
feeding the quokkas. Human food can
make them sick, plus giving them snacks
(and even water) can make the quokkas
too dependent on people.
By following the rules, island tourists
help give authorities more power
to support the quokka’s habitat.
For instance, conservationists can use
the money generated from tourism
to protect the island and monitor the
quokka population.

Source: National Geographic Kids

OCTOBER 5, 2025
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Five-ingredient cookies

These cookies couldn’t be easier to make, you need only 5 ingredients,
5 minutes mixing and 12 minutes cooking. If you have time to rest the cookie
dough for an hour before baking they will hold their shape a little better, but if

not, this isn’t a problem.

You can make chocolate chip cookies or raisin cookies - whichever you
fancy. Using light brown sugar will make slightly softer cookies; if you use

caster sugar they will be slightly crisper.

Ingredients

® 100g/3% oz lightly salted butter,
at room temperature

® 125g/4% oz soft light brown or
golden caster sugar

® 1 free-range egg

® 175g/6 oz self-raising flour

® 100g/3% oz chocolate chips or
100g/3Y% oz raisins

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 170°C/150°C
Fan/Gas 3 and line two baking trays
with baking paper.

2. Using a stand mixer on medium
speed, cream the butter and sugar
together for about 3 minutes until
soft and pale. Add the egg and
mix for a further minute. Add the
flour and mix with a rubber spatula
until just combined, then beat
thoroughly. Stir in the chocolate
chips or raisins.

3. If you have time, cover the mixture

and chill for 1 hour before baking.
Roll the dough into walnut-sized
balls and arrange on the trays,

leaving space between them as they
will spread during baking.

4, Bake for about 12 minutes, or until
the cookies are firm and golden
brown at the edges.

Leave to cool on the baking trays;
the cookies will firm further as they
cool.

Source: BBC Food

Strawberry Lime
Smoothies

Ingredients

® 1 cup strawberry yogurt

1/2 cup milk

2 to 4 tablespoons lime juice
2 tablespoons honey

1/4 teaspoon ground
cinnamon

2 cups fresh strawberries,

hulled

Directions

1. Process all ingredients in a
covered blender until smooth.

Source: Taste of Home

Easy Omelette

Ingredients

® 3free-range eggs

1 tbsp milk

1 tsp butter

1 tomato, finely chopped

2 tbsp grated cheddar

1 tbsp finely chopped fresh
parsley or 1 tsp dried parsley
® 2 thin slices good-quality ham
® salt and pepper

Method

1. Take your eggs and crack them
into a bowl - don’t put them directly
into the pan as you need to mix them
first! Add a pinch of salt and pepper
to the eggs and stir in the milk.

2. Beat the eggs with a fork, first
use the fork to break the yolks of the
eggs (this makes beating the eggs
easier). Then tip the bowl gently and
using a fork in a circular motion beat
the eggs until the yolks and whites
are combined and the mixture has an
even colour.

3. Bring your pan to a high heat
and add the butter. Pour in your egg
mixture and cook on a high heat for 2
minutes, making sure that the mixture
is spread out evenly. Reduce the heat.

4, As the egg begins to set, use a
spatula to push the set egg towards the
omelette centre, tilting the pan so the
runny egg fills the space.

Tips
Remember to always wash your
hands before cooking.
To crack an egg, hold the egg in one
hand and tap it gently on a work
surface. You only need to dent the
shell. Don’t tap too hard, or you'll
shatter the egg, break the yolk and
end up with shell pieces in your
bowl.
If a piece of eggshell falls into the egg
mixture, use the eggshell to nudge it
up the side of the bowl and out.

Add the tomatoes and most of the
cheese and parsley. Arrange the ham
on top.

5. Cook the omelette for another
minute, then loosen the edges with a
spatula. Slide the omelette from the
pan onto a warmed plate, tilting the
pan so that the omelette folds nicely
on the plate.

6. Sprinkle with the remaining
cheese and parsley, then serve.

Source: BBC Food

OCTOBER 5, 2025
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Amazing pics taken by award-winning
young photograpbers

September 30, 2025

The winners of the Bird Photographer of the Year 2025 Photographers competed in eight different categories in
competition have been revealed. the adult competition, including Best Portrait, Birds in the
Photographers from all over the world entered more than ~ Environment, Bird Behaviour, Birds in Flight and Urban Birds.
25,000 images into the competition, with the top prize going There was also a special competition for young
to a stunning photo of a bird in front of a total solar eclipse. photographers.

Henry Sedin of Sweden took Gold in the Called ‘Feathered on panels’, this photo
12 - 14 years category for this stunning photo. won Gold in the Urban Birds category.

The young photographer was visiting a
National Park in Hawaii.

Entitled ‘Jewel of the Forest’ it shows a
species of Hawaiian Honeycreeper bird called
Tiwi.

This photo by Alex Pansier took
Gold in the Urban Birds category
and shows a bird resting on a huge
field of solar panels alongside a
highway in the Netherlands.

The overall winner of The Bird

Photographer of the Year 2025 In his notes he said: “Flashes of red Photographer Alex said it is a
award. fl’l'ck'ered t.hrough the t.rees, th,l:ee to four “striking symbol of the tension
Photographer Liron I'iwi landing on a sunlit bush. between green energy and nature.”

Gertsman, from Canada, was
named as this year’s grand prize
winner for his incredible solar
eclipse image, which was taken
in Mexico. [

The age 11 and under Gold award
was given to Sasha Jumanca of Germany
for her photo ‘Graceful Flight over wild

Bloom.’

It shows a bird called a European
Bee-eater (which as its name suggests eats
insects like bees, wasps and hornets).

Sasha says she discovered a European
Bee-eater colony in a nesting cliff.

<Graceful Flight over Wild Bloom.

Young Bird Photographer of the
Year 2025 was awarded to Tomasz These birds, called Brandt’s

for this unusual photo.

The Young Bird Photographer
of the Year 2025 was awarded
to Polish photographer Tomasz
Michalski, for his silhouette of a
black vulture.

Tomasz who also won Gold in
the 15 - 17 years category said
he took the photo while visiting Entitled ‘Feasting at Sunset’,

: . . this photo of a cormorant
Nicaragua in Central America. won Franco Banfi Gold in the

Cormorants eat fish and can
dive underwater to catch
them.

In this photo by Franco
Banfi taken in Mexico, the bird
is feasting on a school of fishes
in the Californian sea.

wings on a pole close to our hotel,” category p-
he said.

Source: CBBC Newsround
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Cali, Colombia
People take part

in a parade to
celebrate
Biodiversity Week,
which brings
together leaders
from Latin America
and the Caribbean
to propose solutions
to the region’s
environmental
challenges.

<

La Paz, Bolivia A

A drone view shows Cholita golfer Martha Mamani,
one of the last Aymara women practising the sport

wearing traditional pollera skirts, playing at La Paz

Golf Club during her free time.

Sidoarjo, Indonesia
Rescuers search for
survivors after a hall

at an Islamic boarding
school collapsed while
students were performing
afternoon prayers.

>
Ramallah, West Bank
A digger shores up an
embankment along
a new road connecting
Israeli settlements
to Jerusalem.
<
September 29
Kishoreganj, Bangladesh
The Baherbali Model
High School in the
Haor Wetlands.
For nearly nine months ‘
of the year the school is 3
surrounded by water, : a5
and boats become the only ; == -
means of reaching . Shidaspur, India A
the building. . Agirl is dressed as a goddess in preparation
> . for the Durga Puja Festival.
Calais, France A
Migrants wade through the sea in an attempt  Qawra, Malta A L°“d°“',UK . A
to board an inflatable dinghy leaving the The British Royal Air Force Red Arrows  England’s Zoe Aldcroft lifts the trophy
coast of northern France to cross the English  display team performs with their as she celebrates W'fh teammates after
Channel to reach Britain, from the beach of BAE Systems Hawk T1 aircraft at the winning the Women'’s Rugby World Cup
Petit-Fort-Philippe in Gravelines, near Calais.  Malta International Airshow in Malta. final against Canada, in London.

Sources: The Guardian & Reuters

Printed and published by Wijeya Newspapers Ltd., on October 5, 2025 at No. 8, Hunupitiya Cross Road, Colombo 2.





