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competition entries to:
Funday Times

C/O the Sunday Times Funday Times turns 25 years in August this year.

P.O. Box 1136, Colombo. To celebrate this milestone we are planning a grand competition in four segments,

Or Essay, Art, Poetry and Photography, for our young readers.

% l;'unggitziya Cross Road, We thank you all for being with us through the years and hope you continue
olombo 2.

through the coming years as well.

Please note that competition

entries are accepted by email. : Poetry Competition

Write the name of the competition n Age Qroups: 6 -~ 10 years 'a.nd 11— 15 years
o . Entries for Poetry Competition could be sent on
and the date clearly L : ic of hoi h ic should b
t thetop of vour entrv and ~ T:-ﬂ : any topic of your choice. The topic should be
L poryour entry ar _ iy < i clearly stated on your entry.
mcludethgfolloyvmg details: == v —gF - : Word Count: 100 - 150
Full Name (including Surname), OSSOSO
Date of Birth, Address, . Art Competition
Telephone Number and School. Essay Competition :
: Age Groups: 4 - 9 years,
Please underline the name Age Group: 9 years and below : 10 - 12 years and 13 - 15 years
most commonly used. Topic: Reading as a hobby . Topic: An interesting event
. _ Word Count: 150 - 200 :
All competition entries should be . Art should be sent on A4 Paper
certified by a parent or guardian Age Group: 10 - 12 years : You could use any art medium

Topic: Benefits of reading © such as paint, crayons etc.

asyour own work. :
Word Count: 200 - 250 OSSO

Competition entries without the

full details requested above, Age Group: 13 - 15 years Photography Competition
will be disqualified. Topic: What you find interesting Age Groups: 6 - 10 years and
Closing dat in newspapers 11- 15 years
2= Infg, Gkalie Word Count: 250 - 300 - d the Envi
for thisweek’s competitions: Topic: Nature and the Environment

June 18, 2025 0 | | - e,

deohone: / Entries for all competitions should include
Telephone: 2479337/2479333 your Full Name, Date of Birth, Home Address,
Email: fundaytimesl@gmail.com

i Closing Date: July 1, 2025
Telephone Number and School. i
e

All entries should be certified by a parent =) or
or teacher as your own original work.
Winners will be awarded attractive prizes!

TIMES

‘5&% fundaytimesl@gmail.com

In our online issue Prize @
this week: Sponsors Hilton

COLOMBO

* Page5 — Competitions

* Page 6 — Animals

1 Hi Kids,
" Page7 — Kids'News ’ROM T“! Please send in your Articles and Art for Kids’ World, to be
e Page 8 — Newsin Pictures !Dlron published in the Funday Times online edition and website.

As you can see, we have space only once a month for
Kids’ World articles and art in the print edition.

Therefore, we are planning to carry them every week in the Funday Times online
pages as well as on the Funday Times website.

We also invite schools to send in their students’ work for a school page in the
online edition and website.

Please log on to the
Funday Times website on
www.fundaytimes.lk
or check out the
Sunday Times epaper on
www.sundaytimes.lk
for additional pages
of this week’s Funday Times.

Thanking you in anticipation of your positive response.

Or fundaytimesl@gmail.com

TIMES
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World Environment Day 2025

Compiled by Cecilia Hewavitharana

Spearheaded by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), World Environment Day has been observed annually since
1973 on June 5.

This year’s focus is plastic pollution (#BeatPlasticPollution),
with the aim of highlighting the increasing scientific evidence on
the impacts of plastic pollution and urging people to refuse, reduce,
reuse, recycle and rethink the use of plastics to create a more
sustainable future.

Plastic pollution

From the Mariana Trench (the deepest point in the ocean)
to Mount Everest (the highest mountain in the world), plastic pollution has affected every part of the planet.

The annual production of plastic worldwide amounts to over 400 million tonnes, and half of that constitutes single-use
plastic, while less than 10% of it is recycled. Approximately 11 million tonnes of plastic finds its way into aquatic ecosystems
annually and an estimated 13 million tonnes of plastic ends up in the soil every year.

Plastic breaks down into microplastics (tiny plastic particles measuring up to 5 mm in

diameter) and nanoplastics (particles measuring less than 1,000 nanometres in diameter)
and end up in food (such as seafood and salt), water (such as tap water and bottled
water) and air. Therefore, humans (as well as other living beings) constantly ingest and
inhale these particles, resulting in adverse health effects such as respiratory diseases
and an increased of risk of cancer. Microplastics
have been discovered in human arteries, lungs,
brains, as well as breast milk. Every person on the
planet is estimated to consume
over 50,000 particles per year;
" if inhalation is taken into
account, this number would be
considerably higher.

So, what is the solution to

curbing plastic pollution?
§  While recycling is commonly
considered the answer, it is not
enough on its own as only 21% of
plastic is economically viable for
recycling and only 9% of all
plastics that have been
produced actually end up being

The circular economy model: recycled n thg Woﬂd.
less raw material, less waste, fewer emissions The answer 1§ a c1rcular economy.

- What is a circular economy?
0@ The circular economy i del of producti d ti
M -~y y is a model of production and consumption
l@)éﬁ in which existing materials and products are shared, leased, reused,
Sunsinable repaired, refurbished and recycled for as long as possible, so as to extend
- the life cycle of products and reduce waste as much as possible.

This model contrasts the traditional linear economic model, which
involves an extract-produce-consume-dispose pattern and relies on
large amounts of materials and energy that are cheap and easy-to-access.

This model also involves the ‘planned obsolescence’ strategy
(i.e., designing a product to have a limited lifespan so that consumers
must buy the same product again) that is adopted by many companies.

If a circular economy approach is adopted, the volume of plastics
ending up in the oceans could be reduced by over 80% and result in
i savings of around US$ 70 billion for governments, between 2021 and

R 2040.

CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

Sources: United Nations / worldenvironmentday.global / European Parliament / United Nations Development Programme / World Health Organization
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LW D g Crossword — No. 10

Across

1 LettersAtoZ

6 Young woman

7 A spider spins this

9 Perhaps

11 Frown angrily

12 Gets closer

13 Circular in shape

16 Follows first

18 A bee’s noise

19 A firework held in
your hand

Down
Quarrels

this
Frozen water

oo Ul ~AWN PR

machine
10 Rabbit holes
14 Normal
15 A thought
17 A long fish

BICYCLE COMPETITION

You now have a chance to win a brand new LUMALA bicycle for your own.
One lucky winner will receive a brand new Lumala bicycle each month.

All you have to do s fill in the Lumala Crossword No. 10, according to the clues given.
Write the answers neatly on a postcard or paper, and send it to Funday Times.

Cut the strip ‘LUMALA Crossword No. 10’ seen at the top of the page and paste it
on your entry.

Birthday celebration
Opposite of front
Cigarettes contain

A big, earth-moving

Closing Date: June 30, 2025

Age Group: 8 — 15 years

| Solution No. 9 |

Daham Lewanjith,

Entries should be certified as your own
work by a teacher or parent.

Horana

fundaytimesl@gmail.com

TIMES

4 — 6 AGE GROUP

Match each animal with its baby.

4 — 6 years Wm

» Netana Krause, Mount Lavinia

» Bethany Wanigaratne, Seeduwa
» Anha Imtishan, Gampola

» Tharuniththari Mohan, Kandy

Winners please call
Funday Times on
2479333/2479337

and arrange
to collect your prizes.

JUNE 1, 2025

% or (& fundaytimesl@gmail.com
TIMES
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Ocean’s Day Art Competition

For the 6% consecutive year, The Pearl Protectors

celebrates World Oceans Day through hosting a
competition embracing this year’s global theme
‘Wonder: Sustaining What Sustains Us’ through
our poignant local lens: ‘Ocean in Agony.’

We call upon artists, dreamers and ocean advocates
of all ages to channel their creativity into powerful
visual stories exploring this year’s compelling themes:
‘Agony of a Whale’ and ‘Gentle Giants of the Ocean.’

Submissions are now open in both Open and School
categories. Interested individuals can submit the
artwork (bit.ly/WODART25) before June 3, 2025.

A distinguished panel of judges comprising ocean
artists and marine biologists will select the top
30 artworks. Winning submissions will be on display at
Colombo City Centre with prizes handed over on
June 8, All submissions will be on exhibit online from
June 20* onwards.

For full guidelines and submission details,
visit www.pearlprotectors.org

é )
Read-a-Book and win a voucher Young Reporiers

from Vijitha Yapa Bookshop

If you are interested in joining as a Funday Times
Young Reporter please fill in the coupon given

_ Read-a-Book and send it in to us along with a recent report or
Read any ,bOOk, of your chsnce C g interview not exceeding 300 words. Photographs or
and write briefly about it. ompetition illustrations would enhance the report.

I
I
What we want is not just a I
I
I

I
I
I
Summary Ofthe story Name : 000000000000 00000000000000000000 I 2}( — — — — — — — — — |
but your Views On the bOOk. 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 | YOung Reporters Coupon
The best account in the | o | |
three age groups Will be awarded Date Of blrth . | Name: ---------------------------------------------------
book vouchers of Rs. 500 each | seseeessccsseccscsssccccccsseccnces e | Date of Birth: ........ccccvviiiiie |
from Vijitha' Yapa BO'OkShOp. | Address : 0000000000000000000000000000 | Address: ................................................ |
Three winners will be | |
Selected each mOI’lth. | 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 | | ............................................................... |
YOUI‘ account Should not I 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 I | ;eLepl]one. ......................................... |
exceed 200 wordS. C 00 : ..................................................
e e e e @ | seseesessnnnsesssnntssssntisssanisssanans | Parent's approval: Date:
i e orsom i ISchooI. ............................... I | |
attach it to your entry. Tel: T N
| © 00000000000000000000000000000000000000 I — — — — — — — — — :
il e . Young Reporters who have already enrolled with
e ol MES | Finished book on:.......... | g eporter y enrofiec
or us, please send in new reports for publication.
‘\!"\j fundaytimes1@gmail.com !— ——————————— — M Lo W fundaytimes1@gmail.com

. J

What did the beach

say to the tide when
it came in?

Long time, no sea.

JUNE 1, 2025
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Get a Grip

Binturongs live in the rainforests
of Southeast Asia. They belong to a
family of carnivorous mammals that
also includes civets. They spend most of
their time hanging out in the treetops.
When they aren’t lounging on branches,
they’re looking for yummy snacks such
as insects, birds and fruit.

The animal uses its tail — which is
almost as long as its body — like a fifth
limb as it climbs through the forest.
This tail is prehensile, which means
it’s capable of gripping things.

The binturong is one of only two
carnivores that has a prehensile tail.
(The other is the kinkajou.)

By grasping onto branches and trunks
with its furry tail, the binturong is able
to move more easily along the trees.
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Binturong

A 40-pound mammal creeps along a tree branch in a steamy forest.
The animal looks like a cross between a cat and a bear,
and its appearance isn’t even its strangest quality. What's even weirder
is the creature's smell: It gives off the scent of buttered popcorn!
This is the binturong, an animal that's full of surprises.

MALAYSIA

Pass the Popcorn
As they travel, binturongs
rub a pungent substance

produced in their scent
glands onto branches and
foliage. The animals use the
odour to mark territory

as well as to attract mates.
The substance smells like
buttery popcorn. With all its
cool qualities, you definitely
can't turn your nose up at this
odd-smelling animal!

Habitat and Diet

COMMON NAME: Binturong
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Arctictis binturong
TYPE: Mammal

DIET: Omnivore

AVERAGE LIFE SPAN
IN THE WILD: 18 years

SIZE: 2.3 to 2.8 feet
WEIGHT: 24 to 71 pounds

The binturong is native
to the tropical rainforests of
South and Southeast Asia,
where it spends much of
the day hidden in the
canopy. Though they
sport many adaptations
for an arboreal lifestyle,
binturongs do not seem
to leap between trees.
Instead, they must
descend to the forest
floor to investigate new
areas.
Even though the
binturong belongs to the
order Carnivora, the animals
are omnivores through and
through.

Binturongs have been
known to eat everything
from small mammals, birds,
fish, worms and insects to

suit plant shoots, leaves and
Soulh .
S fruit. In fact, one study
Fun found that several species of
fruit seeds germinate faster
after they travel through
BRUNE

a binturong’s digestive
system, which could mean
they play an important role
as seed dispersers.

Reproduction

Not much is known
about how binturongs make
baby binturongs, or binlets,

but scientists believe most courtship
takes place in the trees. Because the
animals are thought to be territorial,
scent markings may play a large role in
helping binturongs find members of the
opposite sex.

Threats to Survival

The International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s Red List
classifies the binturong as vulnerable
to extinction. It is considered rare
throughout its range, and its population
is thought to be on the decline.

The most pressing threats to
binturong populations are habitat loss,
degradation and fragmentation because
of logging and agriculture. Binturongs
need tall, healthy forests to survive.

Sources: National Geographic & NG Kids

JUNE 1, 2025
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‘Harry Potter’ TV series: Actors to play
Harry, Ron and Hermione revealed
May 27, 2025 The new
show is due to
start filming this

he new trio of troublemakers
I for HBO’s Harry Potter series
has been revealed.

More than 30,000 children
auditioned for the roles last year but
only three could be chosen.

They are Dominic McLaughlin
as Harry Potter, Alastair Stout as
Ron Weasley and Arabella Stanton
as Hermione Granger.

Executive producers Francesca
Gardiner and Mark Mylod said:

“The talent of these three unique actors
is wonderful to behold, and we cannot
wait for the world to witness their
magic together onscreen.

“We would like to thank all the
tens of thousands of children who
auditioned. It’s been a real pleasure to
discover the plethora of young talent
out there.”

Who else has been cast in the

new series of Harry Potter?
Other prominent roles in the series

were announced earlier this year.

They are:

¢ John Lithgow as Dumbledore

+ Paapa Essiedu as Professor Snape

+ Janet McTeer as Professor
McGonagall

¢ Nick Frost as Rubeus Hagrid

« Paul Whitehouse as Argus Filch

+ Luke Thallon as Professor Quirrell

May 21, 2025
Meet Eden — or DJ Steady —

as she’s also known.

She’s got a super-busy summer
ahead, getting ready to perform at
festivals across the UK and in Europe.

That’s because for the past two
years she’s been spinning decks and
playing music in venues across the
country.

But it isn’t Taylor Swift or Sabrina
Carpenter on her playlist, Eden says she
prefers “jungle music, drum and bass
and afro-house.”

It all started when Eden was eight
years old and her dad bought her some
DJ decks.

The 10-year-old DJ beading off to festivals

summer, with
the first series
potentially
airing as early
as 2026 on

the streaming
service HBO
Max.

According
to HBO, the
series will be a
“faithful adaptation”
of the books written
by J.K. Rowling, who
will be an executive
producer for the
series.

The show will
reportedly go into
more detail than
the eight movies
which were released
between 2001 and
2011.

Meet your new Harry Potter trio!

HBO Max said Nick Frost, John Lithgow and Paapa Essiedu have _already been cast
the series will be: in the new series.
“Full of the fantastic

and these incredible adventures to new
audiences around the world, while the
original, classic and beloved films will
remain at the core of the franchise and
available to watch globally.”

detail, much-loved characters and
dramatic locations that Harry Potter
fans have loved for over 25 years.
“Each season will be authentic to the
original books and bring Harry Potter

Eden said: “Most of my friends
like pop music... but I like fast
music rather than music with loads
of lyrics,” she added.

Since then, the rising star has
played countless gigs at venues in
the UK and she’s getting ready to
head to the party island of Ibiza to
DJ there this summer too.

Eden says that she loves
playing music, even though it can

sometimes feel a little scary.
She explained: “Before I go on, I'm
a little bit nervous. When I'm up there
I can’t help but smile but sometimes I
don’t smile because I'm concentrating.
“It just makes me feel really good
when I'm up there.”

Since then she’s been practising and
perfecting her skills.

And the hard work paid off, she
hosted a show at her own ninth
birthday party and went on to be a
finalist at Mix Master, a competition
for adult DJs.

Source: CBBC Newsround
JUNE 1, 2025
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May 27] News in Pictures

Ottawa, Canada
King Charles meets
with Assembly of
First Nations Chief,
Cindy Woodhouse,
during a royal

visit to Canada.

<

Appenzell Innerrhoden, Switzerland A
Marissa Faessler leads her goats during the traditional
‘Alpfahrt’ — the ceremonial driving up of cattle from the
valley up into the Alps.

Mumbai, India

A boy walks on
submerged bikes on a
waterlogged street
following heavy rainfall
in Mumbai.

>

New York, USA

A giant flag of the United States
is carried during the

158" Memorial Day Parade,

in the borough of Brooklyn

in New York City.

<

Gaza,

Palestinian Territories
A Palestinian child
lies inside the tent

he took shelter in
with his family

after being displaced,
in Gaza City.

<

Cherganovo, Bulgaria

People collect rose petals early

in the morning. Bulgaria is widely
recognised as the world’s leading
producer and exporter of rose oil.
According to the Bulgarian Ministry
of Agriculture, the so-called

‘liquid gold’ had an average price of
€9,168 per kilogram in 2023.

It takes 34 tonnes of rose flowers,
or around 1.6 m rose petals,

to produce 1 kg of rose oil.

>

Brockworth, UK A
People compete in the annual Cooper’s Hill
Cheese-Rolling and Wake competition near Brockworth.

Jerusalem, Israel
People gather to

mark Jerusalem Day,
near the Western Wall,
Judaism'’s holiest
prayer site, in
Jerusalem’s Old City.

Seville, Spain A <
A man works at 140-year-old Fernandez y Roche

Industrias Sombrereras Espanolas factory,

which produces Orthodox Jewish hats, in Salteras.

Sources: The Guardian & Reuters

Printed and published by Wijeya Newspapers Ltd., on June 1, 2025 at No. 8, Hunupitiya Cross Road, Colombo 2.



