
Just the Facts
1. Goddess Guan-yin told the Jade Emperor

about someone who could catch Monkey.
Who did she recommend?

2. What challenge did Magician Lang make
to Monkey?

3. What was Magician Lang’s first
transformation?

Between the Lines
4. Why didn’t Magician Lang look like a

powerful fighter?
5. What was the outcome of each of the five

rounds between Monkey and Magician Lang?
6. How did the Jade Emperor finally capture

Monkey?

Let's Discuss
7. If you were Magician Lang and could 

transform yourself into anything, what would
..you do to defeat Monkey?

8. Make a prediction: 
What will the Jade Emperor do with Monkey?

finely arched eyebrows, (adjective)
curved like an arch

enormous, (adj)
huge, extremely large

gray crane, (noun)
a long-necked bird with a long,
tapering bill

mischief, (n)
trouble

close pursuit, (n)
chasing

veered, (verb)
changed direction

wicked black beak, (adj)
dangerous, scary
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HHeeyy  kkiiddss!!!!!!  SSeenndd  iinn  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  ttoo
tthhee  AAccttiivviittyy  GGuuiiddee  ffoorr  eeaacchh  cchhaapptteerr
aanndd  wwiinn  ggrreeaatt  pprriizzeess,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoommppllii--
mmeennttss  ooff  VViijjiitthhaa  YYaappaa  BBooookksshhooppss..    
TThhee  bbeesstt  eennttrryy  eeaacchh  wweeeekk  wwiillll  bbee
aawwaarrddeedd  aa  bbooookk  vvoouucchheerr  ffoorr  
RRss..  11,,000000..      

TThheessee  wweeeekkllyy  eennttrriieess  wwiillll  aallssoo  bbee  
eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr  lloottss  ooff  eexxcciittiinngg  pprriizzeess  aatt  
‘‘TThhee  MMoonnkkeeyy  KKiinngg’’  GGrraanndd
CCoommppeettiittiioonn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  sseerriiaall
ssttoorryy..  ((  SSeeee  ppaaggee  99  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss))    

CompetitionCompetition

In the Real World
Look at news stories, ads and comic strips to
find five animals you would transform into,
if someone were chasing you. Explain each of
your choices.

15

Ithink," Goddess Guan-yin
had whispered to the
Jade Emperor, "You

should send the Magician
Lang to catch Monkey."

Now, although you would
not know it to look at her,
the Magician Lang was
called upon only for the
most desperate of heavenly
emergencies.  She was a
very pretty, delicate-looking
woman, with a pale face,
finely arched eyebrows,
and a small red mouth.
She tied back her shining
black hair, which reached
her heels, with a yellow silk
scarf, and she wore a long
silk gown as white and soft
as duck down.  

Jade Emperor informed
her of his problems and
sent her down to Earth. 

When she arrived at the
Mountain of Flowers and
Fruits, Monkey King's
scouts rushed back to
report the news. 

Monkey strolled out to
meet her. "Ah. A pretty
woman." He bowed. "You
would be better off finding a
husband," he mocked. "You
can't win against me."

Magician Lang's smooth
pale face showed no emo-
tion. "If you are so sure of
yourself," she said, "I shall
bet you that I can defeat
you in five rounds."

"Five rounds?" Monkey

laughed and snapped his
fingers. "I accept!"

In a flash, Magician Lang
turned herself into a giant,
fifty thousand feet tall, with
scarlet hair and a blue face
with enormous teeth.  In her
massive hands, she held a
club as big as a tree.  Now
she ran at Monkey,
screaming, and began to
bring her club straight down
upon his head!

At the last moment,
Monkey jumped aside.
"Round one," he declared,
laughing. "She's playing the
transformation game.
That's my specialty!"  

Instantly he changed
himself into a sparrow and
darted into the leaves of a
tall pine.

Magician Lang just as
swiftly turned herself into a
hawk and flew after him.

The sparrow wove in and
out of the trees with blind-
ing speed, flying now high,
now low.  But the hawk fol-
lowed in close pursuit.  

Suddenly the sparrow
veered and dove into a
dense thicket.  The hawk
put on an extra burst of
speed to barrel through, but
got tangled in the thick
underbrush. 

"Round number two!" the
sparrow declared.  He flew
down toward the ocean and
changed himself into a fish. 

The hawk turned herself
into a shark and followed.

Deeper and deeper the
fish swam, the shark right
behind him.  As the shark
began to catch up, the fish
saw a cuttlefish just ahead
and swam right between
the tentacles.  Following
madly, the shark crashed
into the cuttlefish, which
squirted black ink into its
face, making it impossible
for her to see which way to
go.

"Round number three,"
the fish shouted cheerfully
as he swam toward the
shore.  Leaping onto land,
he changed himself into a
green snake and slithered
into the forest among the
sticks and leaves.

Meanwhile, the shark
washed off the cuttlefish
ink, reached land, and
turned herself into a gray
crane, with a long, sharp
black beak shaped like a
hook.

The snake zigzagged
under the leaves while the
gray crane swooped behind
him.  She had nearly
nipped his tail with her
wicked black beak when
the snake darted into a tiny
hole in the ground.

"Round number four,"
the snake giggled as he
disappeared.

The gray crane was

about to lose her temper.
She took a deep breath and
changed back into her origi-
nal form. Now she spied an
ancient temple on a nearby
hilltop.  It had one door, two
windows, and a Buddha
statue in the middle.  Could
Monkey be hiding in there?

Magician Lang was about
to enter the temple when
she came to a halt.  She
studied the building closely
for a moment.  Then she
sat down, crossed her legs,
and waited.  After two hours
one of the temple windows
blinked. 

Magician Lang jumped to
her feet and pulled out a
magic sword. "Just as I
thought!" she cried. "You
can't fool me,  Monkey!
Your mouth is that door.
You hoped to bite me as I
walked in.  Let's see what
will happen if I smash those
windows!"

"Oh no you don't!" cried
Monkey and he trans-
formed back to himself,
took up his magic staff, and
rushed upon Magician
Lang.

How they fought!  Great
clouds of dust darkened the
air.  Nine days and ten
nights passed in furious
battle.

High above them, on a
cloud just outside the
Southern Gate of Heaven,

STORY SO FAR: With the defeat of his army,
and Monkey still free, Jade Emperor listens to the
advice of Goddess Guan-yin.

Goddess Guan-yin
and Jade Emperor
watched the struggle
in silence. No one
was winning.
Magician Lang and
Monkey were too
evenly matched. At
last Goddess Guan-
yin decided she must
act. She plucked a
magic vase from her
sleeve and threw it
down to Earth.

Down, down it fell,
growing in size until it
landed, right over
Monkey!  It held him
so tightly he could not
break free.  

"Aha!" cried the
Jade Emperor. "At
last! Monkey is
trapped!"

(To be continued next
week...)

Goddess Guan-yin's
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